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HISTORY OF ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


It was not until 1858 that the Catholic Church was organized in Grasshopper Falls (now called Valley 
Falls). Priests coming from either Atchison or Topeka said Mass in private homes for the Catholics around 
the neighborhood with some regularity. Catholic settlement in the neighborhood was thin and scattered and 
the growth of the parish was slow. Grasshopper Falls was not even listed as a mission in the Catholic 
Directory until 1864. 


The first settler on the town site of Grasshopper Falls was a Catholic named Henry Zenda. (This name 
appears also as being spelled Zen and descendants now use the spelling Senn.) The first birth was that of 
John Considine on about June 1, 1857. Nearly all baptisms were administered in private homes but 
baptismal records show John as the first baptism recorded in this area. 


When the Santa Fe railroad was finally built through the country about 1872, the situation stablized and it 
was possible to organize a real parish. Encouraged and guided by Father Defouri of Topeka, the 
parishioners built the first little brick church, 28’ X 40’, in 1872 and dedicated it to St. Boniface. In the 
following year the church was attended either by Father Begley from Effingham or a Benedictine priest 
from Atchison. There was about nine baptisms and forty or fifty communions that year. When the little 
church was built the parish numbered about twenty eight families, but by the end of the century they had 
dwindled to ten or twelve. 


In 1898 Father Joseph Sittenauer, O.S.B. was assigned to the care of the parish. He was an energetic man 
and with the support and encouragement of the parishioners, Lawrence Schmitt, Patrick Doyle, Frank 
Gettler, Henry Koehler, John Brose, Frank Herbers, John Truhe, Dr. Albert Pecinovsky, and others he put 
new life in the parish. First they started a parish school making the church building do double duty. The 
school opened on Nov. 15, 1904 taught by sisters from Mount St. Scholastica. 


The new school made a weekly Mass advisable and that and the school attracted more Catholics to the 
neighborhood, so plans for a new church were made. The parish was small but the Extension Society helped 
with a donation of $500.00. The first Mass was offered in the new church on June 28, 1908 dedicated to 
the Immaculate Conception. The church was entirely constructed of cement blocks and of Gothic 
structure. The old church was then used for the school. In that same year John Bengford donated three 
acres of land for the parish cemetery. Father Joseph’s last task was the purchase of a house so a resident 
pastor could be appointed. 


The first resident pastor was Father Anthony Baar followed by Father Dominic Weber, Father Justin Sion 
and Father Romuald Fox. 


In these years up to the First World War the number of parishioners gradually increased to about forty five 
families. It was not a wealthy parish and the debt of the church was not extinguished until 1918, when 
Father Cyril Bayer with the cooperation of John Brose and other parishioners staged a three day drive in 
the style learned in promoting war bonds during the war and paid off the debt. 


Father Romuald Fox became pastor in 1920. The church had just been repaired and repainted when on 
Sunday night, March 9, 1924 at about 10:30 P.M. Miss Jesse Knouse saw flames on the south end of the 
church. When the fire department arrived the south end was aflame and their efforts were to no avail. The 
old church building, serving as the school, caught fire but through work of the fire department it and other 
buildings were saved. The chimney of the church collapsed and crashed through the school house roof. The 
cause of the fire was never known but believed arson. 


Work on the third church began April 20, 1925 (the present church). The parish now numbered about sixty 
families. The parishioners brought in teams and scrapers and did the grading. They quarried and crushed 
four hundred yards of rock. From the farms of Ben Plagge and Henry Bodde came walnut logs which were 
cut and cured for pews and finished for the new church. After being sawed by Ed Brown’s Mill the lumber 
was piled for six months for air drying. The Garnett Church Furniture then kiln dried it and made 38 form 
fitting pews with duco finish. The remainder of the lumber was milled for finish at Kaaz Milling Co. of 
Atchison. 


The church is built of a mat faced brick with white clip cut mortar. The altar and communion rails are of 
Rigalico marble. It is a Lombardy Romansque style. The large Rose Window was designed and built gratis 
by Frank Drehobl of Chicago. The High Altar was the gift of Mrs. John Brose in memory of her departed 
husband. The stations of the cross and angels on the side of the High Altar were obtained from Assumption 
Church of Topeka. Parish records are full of the detailed work which parishioners themselves contributed to 
the present edifice. It is a monument to their zeal and self sacrifice. 


The new $50,000.00 church has a capacity of 360. Progress was fast enough to permit the Christmas Mass 
to be celebrated in the basement of the new church that year. The completed church was dedicated as St. 
Mary’s on Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1926. 


Unfortunately the debt of the church was not paid off before the arrival of the Great Depression. During 
the depression the parish suffered severly, both from the general hard time and a decline in membership. 


In 1944 stimulated by Bishop Paul Schulte’s offer to find a dollar to match every dollar raised by the 
parishioners, the debt was paid. From 1917 to 1952 Meriden was a mission of Valley Falls. 


The first baptism in the new church was that of Alvin Herbers on January 15, 1926. The first baptism 
upstairs in the baptistry was of Rita L. Stein on September 19, 1926. 


After more then a half century in the old house, the two houses south of the church were purchased. The 
west half from Mr. and Mrs. Richie Brown and the east half from Gilford (Neil) Schoonover. On December 
10, 1963 the Schoonover house became the new parish house. 


At the present time approximately 100 families make up the parish with Father Earl Dekat and Tom Hesse 
as present pastors. They are working as a team ministry serving the Valley Falls, Mooney Creek, Meriden 
and Easton parishes. Together with the enthusiam of the parish and God’s blessing may the parish continue 
to move forward in the coming years. 


VOCATIONS FROM THE PARISH 
Monsignor Coffey — deceased 
Father Raymond Kelley — A Franciscan of Loretto, Pa. 
Elizabeth Herbers — Sister Benigna in Mount St. Francis Convent, Dubuque, Iowa 
Mary Heinen — Sister Mary DeLourdes at Ottumwa Heights College in lowa 

TO MOUNT ST. SCHOLASTICA 

Sister Mary Frederica — Maria Albers Sister Mary Celine — Lillian Goodwin 
Sister Mary Ann — Isabel Cawley Sister Mary Egberta — Helen Buening 
Sister Mary Clarita — Pauline McGarity 
Sister Mary Vivian — Mary Wallish 


FATHER EARL DEKAT FATHER TOM HESSE THOMAS ALLEN FAMILY *JAMES BILLINGS FAMILY 


MELVIN BROSE FAMILY *MR. & MRS. WILLIAM *MR.& MRS. JAMES 
BROSE BURNS 


PAUL BURNS FAMILY JOHN COKER FAMILY TOM COLEMAN 
FAMILY 


MR. & MRS. THOMAS MR. & MRS. FRANCIS PATRICK CUMMINGS FAMILY MICHAEL DOUGHERTY FAMILY 
CRAWFORD CUMMINGS 


ARTHUR FRAKES FAMILY MRS. MARGARET FRAKES DALE FREELAND RONALD FUNK FAMILY 
FAMILY 


KENNETH GLASSEL FAMILY MR. & MRS. GUS JOE GLISSMAN FAMILY LEO GROLLMES 
GLISSMAN 


FRANCIS GROLLMES FAMILY MR. & MRS. PAUL DAVE HARRINGTON FAMILY MR. & MRS. JOHN 
GROLLMES HARRINGTON 


JOE HEINEN FAMILY LARRY HEINEN PAUL HEINEN FAMILY MR. & MRS. JOHN 
FAMILY HELLER 


ANTHONY HEINEN FAMILY GARY HELLER FAMILY GLENN HERBSTER RONALD HERRING 
FAMILY FAMILY 


BENEDICT HEUERTZ FAMILY JOHN HEUERTZ FAMILY ROBERT HEUVERTZ FAMILY 


MRS. CATHARINE HOSLER ROBERT HOSLER FAMILY DONALD KIRKHAM FAMILY MR. & MRS. RUSSELL 
JAMES 


WILLIAM KLENKLEN FAMILY MISS REBECCA LANDWEHR MR. & MRS. WILLIAM MR. & MRS. L. PATRICK 
LEDERER MERCIER 
PAUL MILLER FAMILY MR.BUD MORRIS FRED NEWELL FAMILY 


XOAN NUYGEN FAMILY JOHN RESCHKE FAMILY 


DELORES ROYER & THOMAS RYAN FAMILY LEON SCHMIDT FAMILY MRS. ELLEN SCHRICK 
DAUGHTER 


MRS. SOPHIA SCHRICK 


MR. ANTHONY SPIELMAN 


ALBERT SIEVE FAMILY MICHAEL SIEVE FAMILY NORMAN SMITH 


FAMILY 


MR. & MRS. LAWRENCE MR. & MRS. JOE EMMETT WICHMAN FAMILY 


TANGEMAN WEISHAAR 


*MRS. AMELIA WINTER 


NAMES PRECEDED BY AN * ARE PORTRAITS NOT FURNISHED BY PICTORIAL CHURCH DIRECTORIES OF AMERICA. 


NEW INFORMATION 


ST. MARY’S IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION CHURCH 

VALLEY FALLS, KANSAS 66088 

All members reside in Valley Falls, KS 
66088, except where location is included 
with address. 


A 

ABRAMOVITZ, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

(Marjorie) 

RSEELISING BS Detar gsc n Sch eke 945-3991 
ALCOCK, Mr. Louis 

SLOMMarVeeemeere et sk 945-3346 
ALLEN, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

(Christie) 

SO Oaks emer! was a sw 945-3772 


BAKER, Mrs. Joan 

ReHPIPENO Sls ce ee lee 945-3281 
BILLINGS, Mr. & Mrs. James 

(Dorothy) 

SI BTOddWAaY <9... . «set. 945-3725 
BROSE, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 

(Leona) 

[S54 P| By" (oP Ae ee 945-3902 
BROSE, Mr. & Mrs. Melvin 

(Jeanette) 

ReBPDNGs 2 ink ou2 2 4. 945-3929 
BROSE, Mr. & Mrs. William 

(Margaret) 

Rete eNOw2) ones. ote suas 945-3865 
BURNS, Mr. & Mrs. James 

(Bertha) 

WeithoaOakied a. <s)..e 4. as. 945-3458 
BURNS, Mr: & Mrs. Paul 

(Mary Jane) 

OUI SE VATE) Os ace Be 945-3790 


NGS ewer ss 5,62 aw 945-3300 


Ozawkie, KS 66070 
& 


CAWLEY, Mr. Paul 

402 Sycamore 
COKER, Mr. & Mrs. John 

(Gail) 

UE Oa kg es ccc ee sss 945-3935 
COLEMAN, Mr. Robert 

UIST oe Bog Sad, Bao eee 945-3936 
COLEMAN, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

(Elizabeth) 

SOU Ini stone eae Cees ee: 945-3936 
CRAWFORD, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

(Alma) 

GRRAtZ ar ores sate ese 945-3932 
CUMMINGS, Mr. & Mrs. Francis 

(Lennie) : : 

UE NALVaee sce ony as cs, 2 945-3985 
CUMMINGS, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick 

(Elizabeth) 

ANON akties days iiessciseds. « 945-3506 


D 
DARVEAUX, Mr. & Mrs. Bernard 
(Rita) 
BSyotimStaberrace. .es..%. 400s 945-3345 
DARVEAUX, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 
(Lori) 
[et jmial Di Io Poeal "Sa ae 945-3362 


UA Os SS a 945-3727 


RM ete Pees eo 5 fe n= 8 ye 945-3970 
DOUGHERTY, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

(Mary Ann) 

Rene TNO tens ac.nicier se “. . 945-3708 


E 

EMMERICH, Miss Frances 

Ellen, Clara, Julia, 

Mabel, Bessie 

CNS eae ea 945-3806 
ERHART, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

(Teresa) 

Rene DINO AS tee scects teas o-r s 2" 945-3740 


F 
FERRELL, Mr. & Mrs. Keith 
(Patricia) 
608) Dinners ree 945-6627 
FRAKES, Mr. & Mrs. Arthur 
(Alice) 
D1 1 Matvaen eee. seer 945-3467 
FRAKES, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 
(Sharon) 
SOO (Sycamore mene eee 945-6637 
FRAKES, Mrs. Margaret 
OTE Oaktree ict, eee 945-3806 
FREELAND, Mr. & Mrs. Dale 
(Geraldine) 
SLOMETancisiees cece at eee ae 945-6675 
FUNK, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 
(Cathy) 
RE DINO13 et ee ee 945-6784 
G 


GLASSEL, Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth 

(Darlene) 

BOSiSV.camore asst ene 945-3451 
GAST, Mr. & Mrs. Vincent 

(Kathryn) 

REE DSNoO 45s eee ie 945-6728 
GLISSMAN, Mr. & Mrs. Gus 

(Gertrude) 

R:E-D Novo eee eee ee 945-6695 
GLISSMAN, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

(Evelyn) 

104 Oak et eee ee 945-3527 
GRIFFITTS, Mr. & Mrs. James 

(Cindy) 

RE DANOS 2st eee ee 945-3920 
GROLLMES, Mr. & Mrs. Francis 

(Virginia) 

REREDANO wl eon ae ee 945-6670 
GROLLMES, Mr. Leo 

610 Eraziertere. yee ee 945-3276 
GROLLMES, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 

(Helen) 

G0 brazieracnateie. see eee e 945-3276 

H 


HACKEL, Mr. & Mrs. George 

(Ann) 

AQ JR Linn ae ice ye oe 945-3724 
HARRINGTON, Mr. & Mrs. David 

(Gerianne) 

LOLS CAMOrLe eee nen ar 945-6739 
HARRINGTON, Mr. & Mrs. John 

(Irene) 

LOO9 Wailnutaees-a eee 945-3318 
HARRINGTON, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

(Nancy) 

LOOT Oakoee- eee ee ee 945-6790 
HARRINGTON, Mr. Patrick 
HEINEN, Mr. & Mrs. Anthony 


REE DINO, rr oc tree 945-6668 


ROFED BNO ete ee oe 945-6759 
HEINEN, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

(Linda) 

RES DANO 32 Seen ws ee 945-3826 
HEINEN, Mrs. Clara 

REE DENG e2 See eee eee tenes 945-3505 
HEINEN, Mr. Lambert 

RoEZ- DANG 22 ee eee ee eee 945-3505 
HEINEN, Mr. & Mrs. Larry 

(Joyce) 

REECDSNO so aan eee 945-6751 
HEINEN, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 

(Diane) 

RED INGO. 2 oe ee ean a 945-3712 
HELLER, Mrs. Fannie 

SAQ Era Zier ee ee ee 945-3359 
HELLER, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 

(Marjorie) 

RiE-DANOw2 a meee nes one 945-6786 
HELLER, Mr. & Mrs. John 

(Dorothy) 

S02. Frazier =e, ae oe 945-3818 
HERBSTER, Mr. & Mrs. Glenn 

(Margaret) 

S10 Gatherme ease 945-3583 
HERBERS, Mr. John 

FOMMUIDEIT Va ee eee ee 945-3916 
HERRING, Mr. & Mrs. Ronald 

(Lorraine) 

REE Da NOwomreneee eras 945-3734 


HEUERTZ, Mr. & Mrs. Ben 

(Clara) 

RAED ANG ecient 945-3596 
HEUERTZ, Mr. & Mrs. Benedict A. 

(Maria) 

RABE DING 322th 945-3836 
HEUERTZ, Mr. & Mrs. Edward 

(Ruth) 

REIDENOs2e. sa aee ee. 5. 945-6734 
HEURETZ, Mr. & Mrs. Engelbert 

(Dorothy) : 

RIE DSNO 2 2 ee Bete oe 945-3967 
HEUERTZ, Mr. & Mrs. John 

(Margaret) 

Rete DAING:-2 Weenie eee ee 945-3409 
HEUERTZ, Mr. Philip 
HEUERTZ, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

(Bonnie) 

LOSES V.CaMOte are dees ene 945-3765 
HILDMAN, Mr. George 

906 Oak 
HOSLER, Mrs. Catharine 

RAE: DANO aL wee. 7 eee 945-3378 
HOSLER, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

(Anna Mae) 

RSEEDANO 2 lager sc k e s ae 945-3872 
HUFFMAN, Mr. & Mrs. Herb 

(Mary) 

TiOSSWalnittee ea 945-3404 


J 
JAMES, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 
(Janet) 
R.F.D. No. 2, Holton, KS 
664368 ye i eee ees 935-2406 


K 

KERL, Mr. & Mrs. John 

(Jo) 

408 hrazieree 4s o14 ne ae 945-3572 
KIRKHAM, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

(Rosemarie) 

RlE.D= Now ga eee 945-3917 
KLENKLEN, Mr. & Mrs. William 

(Delores) 

JOSEraziciaeene nae eee 945-3704 
KROLL, Mr. & Mrs. Albert 

(Marion) 

RIED SNOs2 2 eee aero 945-3530 


L 

LANDWEHR, Miss Rebecca 

D04Oake ee eee 945-6708 
LANE, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 

(Kathleen) 

Denison, KS 66419 
LEDERER, Mr. & Mrs. William E. 

(Patricia) 

REEE DS NOS Mess cee cee 945-3946 
LITTLETON, Mrs. Louise 

SUPP MAY Se SA Oe 945-3471 


M 
MERCIER, Mr. & Mrs. L. Patrick 
(Juanita) 
SO Sts az IC ee eee 945-3853 
MILLER, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 
(Dolores) 
RAE. DANO Le oe ioe Baca 945-3879 


WFD Nowae es ee 945-3881 


N 

NEWELL, Mr. & Mrs. Fred 

(Mary Louise) 

R.F.D. No. 2, Oskaloosa, KS 

6606605 ae tee eee ee 863-2357 
NUYGEN, Mr. & Mrs. Xoan 

(Tuyet) 

403*Linntes 3. ae eee 945-3460 


P 
PECINOVSKY, Mrs. Eleanor 
REECDEINO. 2 saree cee 945-3505 
PHILLIPS, Mr. & Mrs. Cecil 
(Dorothy) 
RAB DANG 45 ee ee eee ee 945-6649 
PHILLIPS, Mr. James 
Re beDeNOW3 2 eae eee 945-6649 
PICK LOW, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 
(Zelpha) 
LO US*Rishere sess ae ee ~~ 945-3945 
R 


RESCHKE, Mr. & Mrs. John 
(Mary Ann) 
L306: Willows—4.. 2) eee 945-3267 


RIEDEL, Mr. & Mrs. Edward 
(Elizabeth) 
FON ALIIG oc} ots i: WOT. te Oe 
ROBERTSON, Mr. & Mrs. Leo 
(Frances) 
Ree DeNOs oe 2.) oe ae eee 
ROSS, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
(Mayme) 
RUB DENG. foe Bro ot ie 
ROYER, Mrs. Delores 
2OS222NAY ANU 9... © eens 
RYAN, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas, Jr. 
(Marcella) 
REE|DSNOS2]no8 oe ee 


SCHMIDT, Mr. Stephen 

902 "Mary aeett cs eee 
SCHRICK, Mrs. Ellen 

SOSiMulberry. cote eee 
SCHRICK, Mrs. Sophia 

R.F.D. No. 3 


945-3769 


945-3803 


945-3321 
945-3593 


945-3303 


945-3973 
945-3582 
945-3471 
945-3350 


SHEPERD, Mr. & Mrs. Larry 
(Susan) 
ROE Ds NOs 2. ter eke eee 945-3308 


R&F DANOod ga era chs 6 cane 945-3285 


(Deanna) 

SLI Broad wa Vee eee 945-3979 
SMITH, Mr. & Mrs. Norman 

(Freda) 

RF DS Nose ei eee 945-3485 
SPIELMAN, Mr. A. J. 

RE.DSN0220 7) a ee 945-3784 
SPINHARNEY, Mr. & Mrs. V. A. 

(Jeanne) 

Hw yal Oates eae reece 945-6654 
STEIN, Mr. John 

TOT Mulberrvir.g- esc a eee 945-3982 
STEIN, Mr. William 

TO TeMulb ets yaee- cee eee eee 945-3982 
STEINMETZ, Mr. & Mrs. Virgil 

(Irma) 

50 L. Frazier ee ee 945-3561 


NEW MEMBERS 


ah 
TANGEMAN, Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence 


(Mildred) 
R.F:D. NOES . . oh he. s 945-3888 
Vv 

VENNEBERG, Miss Janet 

1208: O aks ee. ee, eae 945-6782 

Ww 

WADDELL, Mr. & Mrs. Bruce 

(Kathleen) 

934° Frazier ~"-si5.-0 a eee 945-6787 
WEISHAAR, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

(Jean) 

902:Broadway 0-8. =. eae 945-6651 
WELLS, Mr. & Mrs. Bill 

(Linda) 

R.BD SN: 2.0. ano eee 484-3429 
WETTIG, Mrs. Grace 

930 Braziert. a 2ts hoe ee 945-3785 
WICHMAN, Mr. & Mrs. Emmett 

(Thelma) 

RF. D-NowLe eee eee 945-3756 
WINTER, Mrs. Amelia 

806. Walnut) 30 ee ee 945-3837 


e e 
; . . 
— —— 


We are grateful for the privilege given us to prepare this directory. We will welcome inquiries from your friends from other 
churches, locally, and throughout the nation concerning preparation of a directory. 


PICTORIAL CHURCH DIRECTORIES OF AMERICA, INC. 1706 WASHINGTON AVE. 
® St. Louis, Missouri 63103 
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